Heart’s Home USA 

Application Instructions

Requirements

· Applicants must be in good medical and psychological health, as assessed by a medical doctor.

· Applicants must be committed to a life of Catholic spiritual discipline.

· Applicants must be available to offer God and the most neglected people at least 14 months of service, up to two years.

· Applicants must be ready to share in the daily life of the world’s impoverished and to learn from them.

· Applicants are prepared to seek and attain adequate sponsorship, both spiritually and financially. 

Description of the Application Process

· Heart’s Home considers the application process a time of discernment for both the potential volunteer and the organization.  Therefore, applicants are encouraged to submit themselves and their application to God in faithful prayer.   

· Heart’s Home processes applications on a rolling admissions basis.

· Candidates may download and print the complete application packet from the Heart’s Home web site, www.heartshomeusa.org.  Questions may be directed to Heart’s Home at info@heartshomeusa.org.  Materials should be completed, signed and faxed or mailed to Heart’s Home USA, 108 St Edwards Street, Brooklyn, NY 11205. – Fax (718) 522-2922

· Applicants are encouraged to contact previous Heart’s Home volunteers. Contact information may be attained by writing to Heart’s Home USA at info@heartshomeusa.org.

· Upon receiving all application materials, Heart’s Home will contact the candidate regarding the completed status of the application file. 

· All candidates must complete a phone interview. 

· Following successful completion of both application materials and phone interview, acceptance is based on successful completion of an on-site discernment period.  This is also considered a training period where the candidate will spend one week end at the training house in Brooklyn, New York. Where s/he will live with other missionaries and participate in the prayer and community life of the Heart’s Home mission.

· Candidates will be notified at the end of the discernment week end of their acceptance into a Heart’s Home community; 

· In turn, accepted candidates who decide to volunteer with Heart’s Home are expected to notify Heart’s Home USA of their final decision within two weeks of receiving their acceptance, by sending their “Discernment result” form back to Heart’s Home

· Heart’s Home will provide the candidate with information about the particular Heart’s Home mission house where s/he will be volunteering within 2 weeks after receiving the “Discernment result” form.

· Following admission, new missionaries should be prepared to seek and attain an adequate number of sponsors prior to the commencement of their training and mission.  Information concerning sponsorship can be attained by writing to Heart’s Home USA at info@heartshomeusa.org
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Application Form

Full Name:









 

First



Middle 



Last

Gender:  Male ___  Female ___
Religious Affiliation: 





Date of Birth:  







Month

Day

Year

Place of Birth:  









City

State

Country

Marital Status: 

      # of dependents: 


                        

# of siblings: 


                        

Mailing Address: 

Street










City      
State/Prov.


Zip/PC


Country

Permanent Address: (If different from above)

Street










City      
State/Prov.


Zip/PC


Country

Phone: 

Home





Cell/Work

Email : 





Country of Citizenship: 









(If you are not a citizen of the United States, please indicate visa type):

Desired starting date? 




How long would you like to volunteer (14 months/18 months/2years)? 



What is your first language? 









What other languages do you speak? 









How did you find out about Heart’s Home?

Volunteer or Work experience

	Position
	Organization
	Location
	Dates

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Education

	Field or Major
	School
	Location
	Dates

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


International Travel Experiences

	Activity
	Purpose
	Location
	Dates

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Do you have any major health problems/concerns that might affect your mission? 

Yes

 No



If yes, please explain: 













Do you have any dietary restrictions? 

Yes

 No



If yes, please explain: 













Have you ever had any counseling or psychiatric treatment?

Yes

 No



If yes, please explain, if you wish: 











Essay Questions

Thoughtfully answering the following questions will assist us in discerning your call to serve at Heart’s Home.

1. What motivates you to volunteer with Heart’s Home?

2. What experiences have you had in other countries or with people of different nationalities or cultures? What challenges and difficulties do you expect to encounter living in a foreign culture with a different set of values?

3. Describe your relationship with God. What is your prayer life?

4. What is your idea of Community? Describe any experiences you have had living in Community?

5. What type of unforeseen problems, difficult challenges or stressful situations have you experienced in your life? How did you handle them?

6. What are your plans after volunteering?
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DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

(Please print)

Name:












Last



First 



Middle

Social Security Number 





Have you ever been convicted of a crime of violence? (If yes, please attach an explanation to this document).  YES____
NO____ 

Have you ever been convicted of a crime against a person?  If yes, please attach explanation). YES____
NO____

Have you ever been asked to resign from any position involving the supervision of minors? (If yes, please attach explanation).
YES____
NO____


I understand that: 


Heart’s Home USA is committed to providing children and families with 

a service that is safe and beneficial, and that in keeping with this effort, Heart’s Home USA will perform a reasonable screening or background check on its volunteers.    

Heart’s Home USA may deny acceptance to any person who has been convicted of a crime of violence or a crime against a person, although answering yes to such questions will not necessarily result in such denial.

The information that I have provided on my application is subject to verification, which may include a check for criminal history and/or checks with appropriate governmental agencies, and that falsification of information on this form will result in a denial of acceptance of my application.

I authorize the release of records pertaining to any criminal and domestic abuse history to Heart’s Home USA.  This authorization is given in connection with a background investigation which may be conducted relative to my application.  I further understand that the sources of confidential information cannot be revealed to me in any event.  Finally, I agree that Heart’s Home USA and all relevant agents are free from and against all claims, damages, losses and expenses arising out of or by reason of complying with the request.    

I certify that the above information is true and accurate.

Signature 



Printed Name



Date
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Recommendation Form

Applicant, please fill out Part One of this form and request that Part Two be completed by three different persons outside of your family. Please ask to one of your teachers or somebody who has known you in your studies, to one of your Employee or somebody who has known you in a volunteer experience and to your spiritual director or your priest or pastor.  Please provide a stamped envelope, addressed to Heart’s Home USA (address noted on the bottom of this form) and ask that your recommenders send the completed form directly to us.  Upon receiving the forms, Heart’s Home will notify you at the address you provide below as to the status of your application file.   

Part One – To be completed by the Applicant

Applicant Name

Confidentiality Agreement by the Applicant

I request that this recommendation be treated as confidential to the offices and members of the Heart’s Home community.  I understand that it will be used only for the decision on my application for acceptance.  Therefore, I agree that the contents of this recommendation shall not be made known to anyone else.

Applicant Signature 

Please notify me at the following email address the status of my application file:

Applicant address

Part Two – To be completed by the Recommender

The above individual is applying to Heart’s Home as a volunteer. Heart’s Home seeks volunteers who have a strong desire to live the community mission faithfully and who will be committed to a life of Catholic spiritual discipline, community outreach and Christian welcome to those most in need, especially those who are lonely and suffering (www.heartshomeusa.org). In this process, we seek to act responsibly toward both the mission of the organization as well as to the applicants. Therefore, we consider seriously the level of sincerity and maturity of the applicants, as well as their reasons for choosing Heart’s Home. Based on your knowledge of the Candidate, please answer the following questions and send this completed form to the address below (We will contact the candidate that their application file is complete upon receiving your recommendation): Thank you for your time and effort in filling out this recommendation. Your responses will greatly assist us in our selection process.

For how long and in what capacity have you known the applicant?

Please answer the following questions providing as many examples as possible:

1. How well do you think the candidate would fit in a missionary lifestyle? What experiences has s/he had in the past that would lend themselves to volunteer life?








2. How does the applicant deal with conflict with others?








3. How well would the applicant fit into a faith community?

4. Overall how would you rate the applicant? Please explain.


_____Recommend without hesitation
__________Recommend with Reservation
_____Strongly recommend

________Withhold Recommendation 
 

