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Peru mission opens heart

to true value of love, friendship
' Head's Home is
a Catholic volun-
teer program tnar
consists of a hum-
ble home with four
to five volunteers
pl6c€d in a poor
neighborhood.

I filst made the
' decision to go on a

miBsion with
Heart'B Home
because I had the

those less fortu-
nate than me, to
unde13tand the
cry of the poor,
and io share the
love I have
received all my
life, with lonely
children.

What I didn't
anticipate, howev-

simple reality of
my mission would
completely chal-

' lenge and ulti-
matelY open mY '
head to the true

MEGANMdNNIS

Foreign Conespoulence fea-
tures are oeasionaL articles
witten Itr popb wha are Liuing
uorkine or studying abrmd
uho haue a dircct comwction to
the Mothzr IL\12. If you hnow of
eomeone who is liuing, work'
in9 or studyinq abroad uho
would Lihe to urite about their
erperbtue for Thp Union Deno-
crel, call 58&$8A or e-rnil: edi-
to t@u n i o nd,e noc rat - com

dealers and
thieves. Our house
has no hot water,
no television and
no washing
machine. Five of us
share one bath-
room. And despite
what might seem
like a host ofmate-
rial inconve"
niences, thore have

my mission in
which I have never
felt so rich. I have
discovered that the
source ofjoy in my
life comes from lov-
ing and giving of
myself.

Heart's Hom€ pro-
poses a mission of
colnpassion, and its
simplicity is diffi-
cult to $asp in
light of our com-
plex world today. It
is hard for some
peopl€ to really
understand my
mission because I

value of love and friendship.
I live in a neighborhood of Lima

known as Banios Altos, where
theft, hunger, poverty, filth,
drugs and violence are an every-
day fact oflife.

l, myself, have b€en rcbbed
twice. Daily,I witness the pain of
starvation on the faces ofchil-
dren and the homeless. I visit
families who live in one-room

I am friends with local drug

don't actually'do" anything, but
rather am constantly available to
the people and our friends in
Barrios Altos. We play with the
childrcn in the street, attend to
anyone who knocks on our door,
and visit families in the after-
noon. Within our community we
l€ad a life ofprayer that helps us
to honestly embrace our personal
realities and those that we are
confronted with on a daily basis.

It is not easy to listen to the



fiEGAN MCINNIS (LEFT) STANOS with her falher (at righl) and a new kiend, Juan, she mel while iving in Peru Juan
sel s gabage bags in front ot a nearby markel plac€. Mclnnis hugs anothertriend, Elena.

cr ies ol  our I i  i0nds, to thc .nd
lcss and s0anringly inlpossible
problcnrs, io lccompany and
warch the sick suf ier duc l0l
lack olmedical  t re,r tmenl,  or lo
trv to undarstand, help, and lovc
lho chi ldren whosc vnncnt homa-
liJe negstiv0ly affocls their

But what makes all the diffcr-
ence, what doesn't  solva prob-
lems but consolos hcarts and con
vcrts thc unbearable into l ivabla,
is the pr€sence ofa friend, some-
one who loves you and holds your
hand.

A nun wrote a beautiful song
that says. "Quieo ha encontrado
un amigo, ha ancontrado un
tes oro." Translation: IIe who has
found a friend, has lbund his
treasurc, and it is absolutoly

As a very simple but perlect
exanple, I made a friend here
named Juan, who sells garbage
bags in front ofthe nearby mar
kctpiace. In January, I used to
pass by and kindly say. "hola

Sanior,  como cstas?'(Hi s ir ,  how

AE the months passed, we start-
cd t0 have $mall conversations
about life and hjB work. By May
our acquaintance had grown into
a beautiful lriendship.

Now when I  pass by,I  say, "Hola
Juancito, que tal, comoesta tu
hija, estas trabajando mucho?"
(Hi Juancito, how are you, how ig
your daughter, are you working a
lot?) He, in retum, asks about my
family and all the happenings in
Punto Corazon (Head's Home).

Without fail, rieht b€fore I walk
away, ,Iuan asks me to ke€p him
rn my prayers! Decause as a
friend, he knows I care about
him and feels comfodable to ask
for holp.

This simple act ofhumil i ty
and trust always touches my
beart ,  and reminds me ofthe
iruc meanins of fri€ndship. I
have dis€overed here that a
pure and compassionate friend-
ship is ono in which I o{Ter my
lifc to others, and that this

gives meaning to my own l i fe.
When I think about coming

home and reuniting with my
friends and family,I am filled
with Eorrow to leave all the peo-
ple who have touched my hearli
here, yet excited to be surlound-
ed by those who have alwayF
beeD so important in my life, and
who first taught me about this
treasure oflove and friendship. I
believe that we will all discover
at some point that the& is noth-
ing more important in this world
than love.

I have learned that love dic'
tat€s all that we do. I am g.atc-
ful for my friends in Peru who
taught me this by so freely and
honestly loving me, aDd I wjll
always love them and keep tham
in my thoughis bocausc ofthis.

Mesan Mclnnis, is a 2002 Sono
ra Hieh School eruduate and a
Universitr of Sa'1 Dieso sradu-
ate. She has been in Peru lbr a
rear and uiU return to Sonora nL
December.


