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Letter from
New York

The rosary on the
streets of the Bronx

FoR N€s Yorl's Bronx, or ror any
H nel8hbourhood ln the Uni tei l

I states for rhJt matt€r, rhe sirht of
Irench mirronarie5 walkln! thiouqh
lh€ strets €very ddy Dr.rlnr-the rosalv
is definitely unusuil. -

Slnc€ openlng th€lr  mts! loo ln
2003, th€ community of HeartS Home
UsA {www.heartrhomeusa.oryr hat
served a poor area in rhe South Bronx,
in coniunctlon with the partsh of St
Irancls of Aski

The Bronx mission is part of the
worldwide Hean's Hom€ network, an
ht€rnifional Catholr( volunteer Dro-
Sram with l5 .ponni.ie communitter
in 20countrics. roundcd in 19q) by Fr
Thierry de Roucy, a French prtast ,
Hean ! Home has trarned over i rhou-
slnd volunt$r5, mostly from lrance,
but aho fiom lrtin Anierica, Aiia and

Iir dc Roucy creatcd Heant Home
to hclp rhc most suffertn! DeoDle tn
the wbrld.  The 20 coun' t i ies wtrh
Heartt Home missions tnctude Thai-
land, ltaly, Argentlna, Peru, Dl Sal-
v.dor.  Phl l ippin€s. France. U kralne

The H€an3 Home USA ommunity
consists ot three nuns, two candidates
to. the priesthood, ancl six lay volun-
re€rs who have co nlitted at ]ea6t 14
monthr of their llves to seNins th€
Door in a soirit ofcomDassion- The prcience of f-rdch missionanes
in the South Bronx, an area krown for
oime and urban decay, has cedainlv
bet6 rotl(td. St Fran(ra of Asisi panlil
wds once an kish srronshold and now
ser€s Hhpanic parishiones from a
multitude of countries, mainly luerto
Pjco and th€ Dominican Republic.

Laura McDonouSh, wlio left the
neighbourhood in the late 1960s, said
ot the French missionaries of Heaf,s
IioDe, said she was hearrened ,,that
my old par i th i r  unique rn tha!  rhe
Spa n 

'sh-apealdr8 
immisranis thcre are

noh bejng servd by immisiant mis-
siondries rrom France. Whar a hearr-
warming twist. After all, many decades
a8o the Irish of the parish we.e immi-

t,oimles Renero Alvarez, a tocal resi-
dent who is not affiliated with the
parish, eid: 'Ererltody In the neigh-
Dournood knuwr rhey are there.  I
mcan we s€e them walkins the sbeets
doing rhe rosary al l  tha t ime. we
xnow they are there ro help/ whetler

people ar€ Cathollc or not."
The mir stles Derformed bv the

Hea t Home comftirnity are diveBe
Communlty memtte$ help th€ Darlsh
h dany ways. For €xample, 5r ierin€
and Sr Albane teach catechisni  to
parish chlldren and are leadinS the
cra$ that is preparinS for FlRt com-
munlon. The communlw aho helB ln
the ofSanlslng of rp€cial dlnners in the
parish hall for parirhlonerr ln need.
Hean's Home asslsrt SDanish-sD€aktnc
par lshloner!  ln apply lns fdr  food
stamps and dlsablllty ben€fiB. Mem-
bers vlslt both D€oDle ln the Darlsh
and neighbourh6od, such ar the etdeF
ly and clisabl€d, many of whom have
little contact with theoubide wortil

The) also reSularly visit Aids and
cancer patients. ReSla Garcia, a senior
c(i?en who canre to rh. Bronx from
the l)ominican Republic mor€ than 20
year!  a8o, enj^y\  her resular v is i t t
f rorr1 members of  the Heart t  Honr.

"tor m€, I thi.k lt ts marv€llous
that thc Hean s Home p€ople irc hctp-
jng thosr in need. They are hclpin,{
people lirr me who don'r spcJk En*.

_ l i rh and enablrrhina car i r iq turend-
shlp!. Iwish more uf tlese lire-nch Deu-
ple would come tothe Bronx."

t^aetitia Palluat, a community mem-
ber who has a deAree rn mJ*ctiru and
worled for a folrl rompanv ln dance
before mating the comniitment to
lleart'5 Home, has found the exneri-
€nce has drasricalty changed her'life,
''because I am sure that th.oush the
comrnuniq liJe, the prayer Uteand rhe
l i ie wi th the poDr,  you MIt  d iscovrr
Chri't. Jnd ledm d lorabour yourletf."

All Lommuruty membeb agree rhai
ih{ i r  dai ly Mass. holy hour and the
prayer of th€ Church plepare them to
se^ e the Doorert and most suff€nnc.

The'r aaily recitatron ot ihe ro;ary
in the strets of the Brcnr is in srnch
with the other 35 Hea.t's Home volun-
teer coomunities selvnrr the Door
tbroushout the world ihai also ;alk
their Especti!€ neiSbbourhood streets


